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� For: Pursuing the Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL)
course under the scheme of Post-matric Scholarships
by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt of India
(www.tribal.gov.in) at any flying club/ institute
approved by the DGCA. Ten ST candidates would be
selected on the basis of a written test in English,
general knowledge, math, physics and chemistry. The
amount of the scholarship would be compulsory fees
and other allowances as payable through the
concerned state government/ UT administration.
� Who can apply? Indian nationals who have
completed 10+2 or equivalent with mathematics and
physics as subjects and the income, parents•/
guardians• income, should not exceed Rs 1.08 lakh
(one lakh eight thousand only) per annum for 2008-
09 (attach Certificate of Employer or competent
authority). Choice of flying school may be indicated
by the candidate.
� Application: Applications on plain paper
containing particulars on the application form, typed
or written in block letters should reach the Joint
Director, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of
India, (Education Section), room no 400, B-Wing,
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi … 110 115. ST students
who have already secured admission in DGCA-
approved flying clubs for CPL training may also
apply. Format of application given on
www.tribal.nic.in
� Deadline: Within 30 days of the date of issue of
the advertisement (notification in The Times of India
editions around October 17, 2009)

POST MATRIC
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME
FOR CPL COURSE

M uch before education
became the commodity
it is today, it was

worshipped by the classes and
masses in our country. People
were willing to invest any
amount of time and money to
bag their desired degree.
However, over the years and with

commercialisation of education,
priorities have changed. Though
the sentiment to spend on
education remains the same, the
reasons to bag the degree are
certainly different. “There was a
time when higher education was
about acquiring knowledge and
earning a distinguished degree

with excellent academic records.
However, today perceptions have
changed and education is only a
means to secure a well-paid job.
Most students are more
interested in knowing the
number and profiles of
companies visiting the
institution than the quality of
education imparted,” reveals
Mannar Jawahar, Vice-
Chancellor of Anna University.

REAL REASONS
Experts believe that many
students look at education as a
means to an end and the quest to
‘learn’ has long been lost. Thus,
it comes as no surprise that ‘new,
improved’ courses from hitherto
unknown universities (that many
a times do not have the requisite

certifications) are slowly but
steadily gaining in popularity.
“True, and in this pursuit of a
different degree that would give
them an edge over competition,
students often overlook the fact
that if the institute offering the
fancy specialisation is not an
established one, they are not
likely to attract attention in the
job market,” career counsellor
Jayanti Ghose analyses.

Prof (Dr) Suresh Ghai,
Director, K J Somaiya Institute of
Management Studies and
Research, elaborates, "In some
cases, these new/ niche courses
are not offered by recognised
universities. Thus students
enroll with private colleges." 
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I f you have been contemplating
pursuing an MBA abroad, it is
imperative that you make an

informed choice with all the facts
about an international MBA in
place. Here are a few
misconceptions that most people
have about pursuing an MBA
abroad and that you need to get rid
of in case you’re planning to pursue
an international MBA:

� An MBA will
guarantee you a job
The only thing certain in
life is death. So no one can

guarantee you a job even if you
have graduated from an Ivy League
school. Some economies have been
so severely hit by the current
slowdown that even bright MBA
graduates are not getting jobs as
there simply aren’t enough jobs.

� You’ll make US
$100,000 on graduation -
so its ok to mortgage
your house

Many students are keen to borrow
from banks by mortgaging their
houses but haven’t thought through
the pressures and magnitude of
monthly repayments and borrowing
at interest rates of 10-14 per cent.
There’s is no guarantee that you
will get a job post graduation, let
alone making US$100,000 a year. So,
plan your finances properly and be
prepared in case of a downside.

� It’s easy to get
scholarships
Most B-schools are miserly
with scholarships and the

few that they do offer are highly
competitive. So, if you been an
average student with 60 per cent
grades and have an average GMAT
score don’t rely on scholarship s.

� You can work part-
time during your MBA
and fund your education

An MBA is a very demanding
programme. You may not have
adequate time to sleep due to heavy
course work forget working part-
time to fund your studies.

� The school’s placement
statistics 
Institutes convert salaries
earned abroad into their

own currency and not always by
normalising purchasing power
parity. There are many ways in
which B-schools show statistics
which don’t necessarily tell the
truth. Contact current students for
honest feedback on the school’s
careers services.

� An MBA is an MBA
No. Brands matter. So going
to a school that is simply
unheard of only because it

does not require a GMAT score and
offers a scholarship is not right.

Though, the facts mentioned
above may make it seem like
pursuing an MBA abroad is not
worth all the risk, the truth is that
pursuing an MBA abroad can be
one of your wisest investments.
This only if you know what to
expect from an international MBA.
Here’s what you can expect from a
good MBA programme from a top-
rung school:

� Career progression 
An MBA programme from
a reputed school will take

your career to the next level
especially if you’re seeking a
promotion in your chosen career, a
change of career/ industry or both,
or the tools to succeed as an
entrepreneur or global business
manager. Reputed schools attract
higher calibre students who in turn
attract recruiters. Even during a
recession, you’ll get more
networking opportunities with a
reputed school than otherwise.

� Knowledge and skills 
You will learn through a
variety of methods

including case studies, global study
trips, simulations, role-plays,
internships, and consulting
assignments. Not only will you gain
knowledge but also opportunities to
put theory into practice before you
step out into a new career. You will
hone your analytical skills,
challenge conventional thinking,
and learn to solve complex business
problems in new ways.

� Personal development
and networking
An MBA from a reputed
institute abroad will allow

you to learn in a multi-cultural

environment with classmates from
diverse backgrounds, nationalities,
profession, and industries. This
interaction will enable you to think
like never before. You will form
lasting associations and become
part of a strong alumni network.

PARTING SHOT
� Invest in a reputed MBA
programme
� Plan your finances, calculate
your interest payouts – and plan for
the worst just to be safe.
� An MBA cannot guarantee you a
job, but it can make you more
marketable.
� Be well informed. Research.
When in doubt, ask. Resolve all
your queries regarding the
programme, recruitment, etc by
contacting the school’s current
students/ alumni.
� Be focused and clear about your
career goals and expectations from
your MBA programme.

Lastly, keep in mind that an MBA
is simply a means to an end - it isn’t
the end itself. Nor is it the only path
to reach your goal. Be clear about
your post MBA career goals before
you dwell onto a rewarding but
expensive journey called the MBA.

(The writer is an MBA
programme advisor)

IT IS CRUCIAL TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE GETTING INTO AND WHAT TO
EXPECT FROM THE MBA PROGRAMME YOU PLAN TO PURSUE ABROAD.
VIKRAM SHAH BUSTS ALL MYTHS ABOUT PURSUING AN MBA ABROAD
AND TELLS YOU WHAT TO EXPECT 
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TOEFL GROWS IN
POPULARITY 
The Educational Testing Service (ETS) has
announced that currently more than 7,300
institutions worldwide accept the TOEFL. For
the entire story, check out the SAT/ TOEFL/
IELTS section

MORE THAN TEACHING
Today, the field of education offers newer and
brighter career opportunities. For information on
jobs that are not limited to teaching or counselling,
visit www.educationtimes.com/careerprofiles

MBA must knows 

STUDENTS AND PARENTS OFTEN GET CARRIED AWAY BY THE TALL
CLAIMS MADE BY VARIOUS DUBIOUS EDUCATION INSTITUTES.
NIPA VAIDYA EMPHASISES THE NEED TO READ THE FINE PRINT
BEFORE SIGNING UP FOR ANY CAREER ALTERING COURSES
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� Duration: One-year part-
time (three evenings a week 
i e Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, from 4-6 pm) 
� Eligibility: Preferably
science graduates with
biology/ chemistry/
biotechnology/ life sciences
background (minimum 60 per
cent in class 12 or equivalent
exam). First class graduates
of psychology may also apply.
� Focus of the course: Basic
training in crime scene
investigation techniques with
emphasis on practical
component, internships in the
field for additional exposure.
� Selection process:
Registration and interview
� Application form:
Available at St Xavier's
College, Dhobi Talao, Mumbai,
on payment of Rs 200
� Important dates:
November 20 - submission of
applications; last week
November 2009 - course
commences
� Where: Dept of Zoology
and Forensic Science, St
Xavier's College (third floor),
Dhobi Talao, Mumbai - 400
001. 
Tel: (022) 2262-0662. For
more information log on to
http://www.xaviers.edu/frame
12.htm
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